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Legislative Budget Board (LBB), Ursala Parks, cited the Jessen decision in concluding 
that the governor had overreached his constitutional authority. She argued that the 
governor’s vetoes “go beyond what is authorized in the Texas Constitution, is in many 
respects unprecedented, and is contrary to both practice and expectation since adoption 
of the Texas Constitution in 1876.”2 The governor’s office responded that the legislature 
is using “magic words” to avoid the governor’s veto. At the end of the day, an opinion 
from the attorney general’s office supported the governor’s interpretation.

Are your eyes glazed over yet? The governor of Texas, who traditionally exercised 
a muted role in the budget process, just pulled off one of the biggest power heists in the 
history of the state. The separation of powers in the state, which has long favored the 
legislature, has now substantially shifted. The governor will now be a more significant 
player in the budget process. The result is Texas’s long held preference for a weak 
executive is giving way to a stronger executive. It will be interesting to see the extent to 
which the legislature attempts to challenge this in the future.

In this chapter, we will examine the Texas governorship, including the formal and 
informal qualifications of the office. We will then examine what the Texas Constitution 
says about the governor’s office, including gubernatorial terms, the line of succession, 
and procedures for impeachment. Finally, we suggest that the governor, long described 
as institutionally weak, is now formally and informally stronger. ★

THE OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

exans have long distrusted executive authority going all the way back to the 
American colonists’ experiences under the British king and the vast powers 
exercised by colonial governors. The result was that early on in America, most 

 Texas governor Greg 
Abbott arrives at the 
Texas Legislature to 
give his first State of 
the State speech since 
becoming governor. A 
power struggle between 
the executive and the 
legislature after Abbott 
took office resulted in 
a significant expansion 
in the governor's 
powers—a notable 
change in a state where 
the governor has been 
traditionally weak.
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